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iHigh Virtual Academy 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY 
 
Each prospective student and at least one parent/guardian attend an admissions interview prior to 
enrollment. This provides parents/guardians and students with an opportunity to understand the 
state requirements for independent study, ask any questions related to the iHigh program, take a 
tour of the iHigh campus, and meet the iHigh staff. 
 
Although iHigh will not be eligible for Title I funding in 2018-2019, we will continue our 
ongoing efforts to encourage parent/guardian participation in school activities and decision-
making. 
 iHigh Virtual Academy has developed a written Parent Involvement Policy with input from 

iHigh parents/guardians. iHigh parents are invited to provide feedback in person at the 
School Site Council Meetings and online via electronic communications to the iHigh school 
leadership team (ongoing at ihigh@sandi.net).  

 iHigh Virtual Academy’s Parent Involvement Policy is distributed to all iHigh families via 
school email, as well as publicized in the weekly e-mail newsletter and posted on the iHigh 
web site.  
 

Involvement of Parents/Guardians in school activities and site decision-making 
 iHigh Virtual Academy will offer flexible meetings to allow for parent involvement.  The 

monthly School Site Council meetings will include translations for designated language 
groups, as needed to meet the needs of iHigh parents/guardians. Topics covered during the 
meetings may include, but shall not be limited to: 
 Improving communication between the school and home. 
 Discussing current student assessment data and student progress. 
 Providing information about school and district resources for student academic 

improvement. 
 Evaluating the effectiveness of the school’s parent involvement policy to increase parent 

participation in school activities and decision-making. 
 Conferencing with teachers. 
 Providing training programs to help parents support and work with their children at home 

and at school. 
 Advocating for teachers and parents. 
 Valuing cultural diversity. 
It is important to note that important information for all iHigh parents/guardians is widely 
disseminated via electronic means (email, web site) and quarterly home mailings. This is 
essential because iHigh families reside within a wide geographical area rather than just 

mailto:ihigh@sandi.net


iHigh SPSA 2018-2019 

2 
 

within a local neighborhood. Approximately 10% of students each year reside outside 
SDUSD boundaries and attend iHigh on an inter-district transfer permit. This creates a 
challenge for certain parents/guardians to attend on-campus meetings and events due to 
living many miles away from campus. 

 iHigh Virtual Academy involves all parents/guardians in an organized, ongoing and timely 
way in the planning, review and improvement of the school’s programs and Parent 
Involvement Policy. This is accomplished through recommendations that come through the 
School Site Council meetings, as well as through ongoing communications with the school 
leadership team.  

 iHigh Virtual Academy provides parents/guardians of iHigh students with timely 
information about iHigh’s programs. A weekly eNewsletter is emailed to students and 
parents/guardians each Monday, informing parent/community of all meetings and activities 
of interest. The newsletter is also used to advertise parent meetings and training sessions 
offered at iHigh Virtual Academy, at the District Advisory Council’s Harold J. Ballard 
Parent Center, and throughout the district.  Every attempt is made to communicate with 
parents in their primary language. 

 iHigh Virtual Academy provides all parents/guardians with an explanation of the curriculum 
used at the school, the assessments used to measure student progress, and the proficiency 
levels students are expected to meet. This is an going process, which begins with the 
admissions interview and continues through monthly School Site Council meetings, ongoing 
electronic communications (weekly email newsletters and student progress reports, access to 
online parent/student portals, updated iHigh web site, ongoing teacher-parent-student 
communications), and quarterly home mailings. 

 If requested by iHigh parents/guardians, iHigh Virtual Academy provides opportunities for 
regular meetings that allow parents to participate in decisions relating to the education of 
their children. Ongoing opportunities exists at the monthly School Site Council meetings, as 
well as meetings upon request with iHigh teachers, head counselor and/or administration. 

 
School-Parent Compact 
iHigh Virtual Academy distributes to all iHigh parents/guardians, a copy of our updated school-
parent compact (Home-School Compact).  The compact, which is jointly developed with 
parents/guardians via School Site Council, outlines how parents/guardians, the entire school 
staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement.  It 
describes specific ways the school and families will partner to help children achieve the State’s 
high academic standards.  It addresses the following legally required items, as well as other items 
suggested by parents/guardians:  

− The school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction  
 
− The ways parents/guardians will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning  
 
− The importance of ongoing communication between parents/guardians and teachers 

through frequent reports on student progress, access to staff, and opportunities for 
parents/guardians to volunteer and participate in school activities. 

 
iHigh Virtual Academy involves all parents/guardians in the development of the School-Parent 
Compact, through the monthly School Site Council meetings and ongoing communications 
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between parents, teachers, and the iHigh administrative team. A copy of the School-Parent 
Compact is attached at the end of this document. 
 

Building Capacity for Involvement 
iHigh Virtual Academy engages all parents/guardians in meaningful interactions with the school. 
It supports a partnership among staff, parents/guardians, and the community to improve student 
academic achievement. To help reach these goals, the school has established the following 
practices. 

• The school provides parents/guardians with assistance in understanding the State’s academic 
content standards, assessments, and how to monitor and improve the achievement of their 
children. This is accomplished through ongoing communications among parents/guardians, 
students, teachers and school administration, both in-person and via electronic means. 

 

• The school coordinates and integrates the Parent Involvement Policy with the school-wide 
parent involvement program, to encourage and support parents/guardians in more fully 
participating in the education of their children. This is accomplished by including 
parents/guardians in the admissions interview and student orientation process, as well as 
providing them with information and training to access the parent portals that provide real-
time information on student academic progress in online coursework.  

 

• The school distributes information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and 
other activities to parents/guardians in a format and language that the parents understand. 
This includes the distribution of a weekly email newsletter, ongoing updates to the iHigh 
web site, quarterly home mailings for progress reports and other important school 
announcements, and ongoing access to a responsive staff and school leadership team. 

 
Accessibility 
iHigh Virtual Academy provides opportunities for the participation of all parents/guardians, 
including parents/guardians with limited English proficiency, parents/guardians with disabilities, 
and parents/guardians of migratory students. Information and school reports are provided in a 
format and language that parents understand. While the majority of iHigh parents/guardians are 
fluent in English, approximately 5% of parents feel more comfortable communicating with 
school staff in Spanish. The iHigh head counselor and Spanish/French teacher are both available 
to communicate in person and/or by phone with Spanish-speaking parents. They also assist us in 
translation of school announcements and mailings, as needed. 
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